Simbany Gabi Srript
for Bec. 20, 2003, Sunday

Rituals for the day: 1. Intercessions will be read by mothers (of different ages). After the

PRELUDE

Commentator:

Entrance Rite

Greeting:
Presider:
All:

Presider:

All:
Penitential

Petition, together with their children, the mothers offer flowers to the
image of Mary

2. Presentation of personal gifts by different families

3. Mano po of families to the priest for the kiss of peace

( Just before the Liturgy a commentator will read the introduction to the
Liturgical Movement for offertory and about the Mano Po)

In the Filipino religious culture it is usual practice to ask for a priests or
an elder s prayer and blessing before performing any special task as a
sign of respect for authority. This is normally done through Mano Po,
which consists of taking the priest s or elder s hand to one s forehead,
while the priest or the elder says: May God show you mercy .

This morning we honor Mary, the Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, with
flower offerings from some mothers and their children. We praise our
Blessed Mother s purity, humility and obedience to the Holy Will of God.
Her strong faith in accepting God s plans for her as the mother of our
Savior has made her a shining example for all Christians. By the grace of
God, her loving and powerful intercessions on our behalf has helped
strengthen our faith and has encouraged us to continue with our spiritual
journey towards eternal life with our Father in heaven.

|. INTRODUCTORY RITE

(entrance procession: cross bearer, parol bearer, altar servers, lector,
presider)

"In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."
Amen.

(Peace be with you)

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus

Christ be with you.

And also with you.



Rite

Presider:

All;

Presider:

All;

Presider:

All;

Presider:

All:

Opening Prayer:

Presider:

All;

Coming together as God s family, With confidence let us
ask forgiveness as God is full of gentleness and
compassion.

Jesus Christ, loving son of a loving mother,
Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.

Jesus Christ, Son of God, Christ have mercy.

Christ have mercy.

Jesus Christ, true Light of faith, Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy on us,
Forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

Amen

O God,

by consenting to the message of an angel

the Immaculate Virgin became the dwelling of your eternal
Word and was filled with the light of the Holy Spirit.

Give us the grace to follow her example

and devote ourselves humbly to your will.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
Who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God for ever and ever.

Amen

II. LITURGY OF THE WORD
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First Reading:

Lector:

Responsorial
Psalm

Lector:
All:

Lector:

All:

Lector:

All:

Lector:

All:

Gospel
Acclamation

Gospel

Is 7:10-14

The Lord spoke to Ahaz: Ask for a sign from the Lord, your God; let it be
deep as the nether world, or high as the sky! But Ahaz answered, "l will
not ask! | will not tempt the Lord!" Then Isaiah said: Listen, O house of
David! Is it not enough for you to weary men, must you also weary my
God? Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the virgin shall

conceive and bear a son, and shall name him Emmanuel.

Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6

R: Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.
Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.
The Lord " s are the earth and its fullness;
the world and those who dwell in it.

For he founded it upon the seas

and established it upon the rivers.

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.
Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord?
or who may stand in his holy place?

He whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean,
who desires not what is vain.

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.
He shall receive a blessing from the Lord,

a reward from God his savior.

Such is the race that seeks for him,

that seeks the face of the God of Jacob.

Let the Lord enter; he is the king of glory.

(To be sung by choir)

Lk 1:26-38

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town
of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named

Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin*s name was Mary. And

coming to her, he said, "Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you."
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But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what
sort of greeting this might be.

Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have

found favor with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and

bear a son,and you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will
be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give him the
throne of David his father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end."”

But Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since | have no
relations with a man?" And the angel said to her in reply, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called holy,
the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her
who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God."

Mary said, "Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done
to me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

Homily:

General

Intercessions: Readers of the petitions should be assigned seats on the left hand side
of the church for easy access of the ambo. Intercessions will be read by
mothers (of different ages). After the Petition, mothers go with their
children and offer flowers to the image of Mary

Presider : Mary was first in offering herself to God without any
reservation, and full of holiness. With her let us approach
the Father who cares for us. Let our response be:
Father, hear us

Mother 1: Mary’s purity as the Mother of God is reflected in the Church. May the
Holy Church strive always to care for the flock entrusted to her. May we
grow in our love for God and in our service to our fellowmen, let us pray
to the Lord.

All: Father, hear us.

Mother 2: Mary is our Mother too, by virtue of Christ s generosity. Through her,
may God keep and protect all children particularly the poor, and those
caught in the web of worldliness and corruption. May they savor the joy
of the days of their innocence, let us pray to the Lord.

All: Father, hear us.

Mother 3: Mary gave birth to Jesus, as the angels announce peace on earth. May

Simbang Gabi Script for Dec. 20, 2003 Page 4




peace spread throughout the world so all nations may celebrate this
special day which brings harmony to soul and body, let us pray to the

Lord.
All: Father, hear us.
Mother 4. Mary was first in offering herself to God’s call. May all Christians realize

the beauty of their vocation as priests, religious or laymen. In the coming
of Jesus, may they feel it as a lifetime event, let us pray to the Lord.

All: Father, hear us.

(After reading the Petition, mother and children proceed to the image of
the Blessed Mother and offer flowers. They return to their seat )

Presider: Father, in your goodness, You gave us a model in follow-
ing your will. May we always be open to hints of love and

obedience to your will. That way, we follow the footsteps
of Mary, our Mother and be come pleasing to your eyes.

This we ask, through Jesus Christ, your Son and the

Holy Spirit, God without end.
All: Amen

. LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Offertory Song:  (Sung by Choir)

Preparation of
the altar and gifts: Presentation of personal gifts of different families ending with the
presentation of the bread and wine for Eucharist (collection will happen

at this time).
Prayer over
the Gifts
Presider: Look mercifully, Lord,
on the gifts we lay upon your altar
and by your power consecrate
what we bring to you in our weakness.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
Preface of
Advent Il ( please use the sacramentary)
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Eucharistic
Prayer

Lord s Prayer:

Sign of Peace:

Breaking of the
Bread:

Communion:

Announcements:

Prayer after
communion

Presider:

All:

Greeting

(please use the sacramentary)

V. COMMUNION RITE

(To be sung in Tagalog by Choir)

(Families will give the sign of peace to the Presider in the Mano po
manner Presider says to each one who greets him the Mano Po to

him: May God show you mercy )

( Lamb of God to be sung in Tagalog by Choir)

Two songs, with one Christmas song.

Almighty God,

we give you thanks for the gifts

You have bestowed.

Create in us a desire for blessings yet to come,
that we may welcome the birth of Christ our Savior
with free and devoted hearts.

We make our prayer in the name of Jesus our Lord.

Amen

V. CLOSING RITE
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Presider: The Lord be with you.
( Sumainyo ang Panginoon )

All And also with you
Blessing
Presider: May almighty God bless you,

The Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit
( Pagpalain kayo ng Makapangyarihang Diyos
Ama, at ng Anak, at ng Espiritu Santo )

All: Amen

Dismissal

Presider: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Recessional

Song: (To be sung in Tagalog — Medley of Christmas Songs)
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